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Gazan, meeting the enemy on the march, drove them back
on a narrow road between two woods, before they had a
chance of deploying. They were pursued for some 5 miles.

In the meanwhile, a brisk artillery fire, at Ostrolenka,
warned Savary that his troops on the left bank were engaged.
The Kussians moving forward in three columns had been
firmly met by Eeille, commanding the three brigades in
Ostrolenka, amongst which were part of Oudinot's grenadiers.
Though he was driven into the town, the flanking artillery-
fire from across the river had already checked the Kussians.
Savary now passed the river with the 'rest of Oudinot's
grenadiers and Suchet's division, the latter called in from
the Omulew. Issuing from the town, Savary drew up his
troops in two lines. On the left, leaning on the river, the
grenadiers, and the cavalry; in the centre, Suchet; on the
right, Campana's brigade (Gazan's division). In this for-
mation he moved against the Russian position on the sand
hills. Thence he dislodged them with a loss of about 1000
men and 7 guns.*

The Eussian advance on the right bank had not been in
as great force as Essen had intended. Sedmaratzki's division
had been summoned to join Bennigsen, and there remained
only the 3 regiments, under Wolkonski, which Essen had
sent to reinforce him. After their repulse by Gazan, they
also were ordered to join Bennigsen. After the failure of his
attempt on Ostrolenka, Essen fell back again, on the 17th, to
Wyoki Mazowiecki. Savary, under orders from the Emperor,
holding Ostrolenka with a detachment and repairing the
bridge there, confined himself generally to the occupation of
winter quarters along the right banks of the Omulew and
Narew down to Sierock. Oudinot, who had temporarily
turned aside to assist Savary, resumed his march to
Willemburg.

Savary's action at Ostrolenka, though not anything very-
remarkable as a victory, had been useful in disclosing the
* Hcepfner (lii. 285) says only 2 guns.